
 

 

GALVESTON COUNTY, TEXAS 
 

COMMISSIONERS COURT   722 Moody, County Courthouse, Galveston, TX 77550 (409) 766-2244  
   

              Mark Henry              Ryan Dennard             Joe Giusti                        Stephen Holmes                         Ken Clark 
                    County Judge    Commissioner, Precinct 1    Commissioner, Precinct 2     Commissioner, Precinct 3     Commissioner, Precinct 4 

 
SPECIAL MEETING-AGENDA 
September 6, 2016 – 11:00 AM 

 
CONSENT AGENDA: ALL ITEMS MARKED WITH A SINGLE ASTERISK (*) ARE PART OF THE CONSENT AGENDA AND 
REQUIRE NO DELIBERATION BY THE COMMISSIONERS COURT. ANY COMMISSIONERS COURT MEMBER MAY REMOVE AN 
ITEM FROM THIS AGENDA TO BE CONSIDERED SEPARATELY.   

 
In accordance with the provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), persons in need of a special 
accommodation to participate in this proceeding shall, within three (3) days prior to any proceeding contact the 
County Judge’s office at 722 Moody, Galveston, Texas 77550 (409) 766-2244. 
 
Call to Order 
 
Consent Agenda 
 

*1. Receive and file additional, required forms for FY 2017 HGAC Area Agency on Aging 
Vendor Application signed by County Judge as submitted by the Grants Manager. 

 
*2. Consideration for authorization to issue a formal solicitation for Newspaper Publication 

of Legal Notices and provide notice of non-extension to current vendors submitted by 
the Purchasing Agent. 

 
*3. Consideration of entering into an engagement letter retaining outside counsel, Akerman 

LLP to assist Galveston County in the legal defense of Galveston County in Cause No. 
3:13-CV-00308 Honorable Terry Petteway vs. Galveston County submitted by County 
Legal. 

 
*4. Consideration of entering into an engagement letter retaining outside counsel, Akerman 

LLP to assist Galveston County in the legal defense of Galveston County in Cause No. 
14-CV-1289 Bonnie Quiroga vs. Galveston County submitted by County Legal. 

 
*5. Consideration of entering into an engagement letter retaining outside counsel, Akerman 

LLP to assist Galveston County in the legal defense of Galveston County in Cause No. 
15-CV-0583 Honorable Lonnie Cox vs. Galveston County submitted by County Legal. 

 
Action Agenda 
 
6. Professional Services 
 

a. Public Hearing on the proposed FY2017 County Budget 
 



b. Adoption of the FY2017 County Budget 
 

c. Adoption of the 2016 Tax Levy 
 
7. County Legal 
 

a. Break into Executive Session: 
 

b. Executive Session: Texas Government Code Section 551.071, Consultation 
with Attorney: the Commissioners Court will enter into an executive session as 
permitted under the Texas Open Meetings Act pursuant to Section 551.071 of 
the Government Code: to seek the advice of its attorney about pending or 
contemplated litigation, a settlement offer, or on a matter in which the duty of 
the attorney to the County under the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional 
Conduct of the State Bar of Texas clearly conflicts with the Open Meetings Act 
relating to DJ # 204-74-343, The United States of America and Galveston 
County, Texas under the Americans with Disabilities Act. 

 
c. Reconvene into Regularly Scheduled Meeting. 

 
Adjourn 
 

Appearances before Commissioners Court  
 

A speaker whose subject matter as submitted relates to an identifiable item of business on this agenda 
will be requested by the County Judge or other presiding court members to come to the podium 
where they will be limited to three minutes (3). A speaker whose subject matter as submitted does 
not relate to an identifiable item of business on this agenda will be limited to three minutes (3) and 
will be allowed to speak before the meeting is adjourned. Please arrive prior to the meeting and sign 
in with the County Clerk.  
 

Executive Sessions 
 
The Galveston County Commissioners Court may recess into closed meeting (Executive Session) on 
any item listed on this agenda if the Executive Session is authorized under the Open Meetings Act 
pursuant to one or more the following exceptions:  Tex. Gov’t Code §§ 551.071 (consultation with 
attorney), 551.072 (deliberation regarding real property), 551.073 (deliberation regarding a 
prospective gift or donation), 551.074 (personnel matters), 551.0745 (personnel matters affecting 
County advisory body), 551.076 (deliberation regarding security devices or security audits),  and/or 
551.087 (deliberations regarding economic development negotiations).  The Presiding Officer of the 
Commissioners Court shall announce the basis for the Executive Session prior to recessing into 
Executive Session.  However, the Commissioners Court may only enter into the Executive Session 
on any agenda item for which a separate Executive Session has not been separately posted if, prior to 
conducting the Executive Session, a majority of the Commissioners Court votes to go into Executive 
Session.  This motion requirement does not apply to any agenda item that has been previously 
noticed to constitute or include an Executive Session. 
 

*** 



 

AGENDA ITEM #1.



COUNTY OF GALVESTON 

Professional Services Department 

DAVID M. DELAC, CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER 

CDBG Housing Department 
CDBG Non-Housing 
Child Welfare 
Fleet 
Grants/FEMA 

MEMORANDUM  

Budget 
Financial Assistance 

Guardianship Program 
Indigent Burials 

Indigent Health Care 

To: 

From: 

Court Date: 

RE: 

Galveston County Commissioners' Court 

Betsy Thomas, Grants Manager 

September 6, 2016 

Parks & Cultural Services 

FY 2017 HGAC Area Agency on Aging Vendor Application 

Receive & File Additional Application Forms 

BACKGROUND 

In 1976 Galveston County established the Senior Citizens Program to serve adults age 60 and 
older. This program has been under Parks (and now Cultural) Services since 2003. The Senior 
Program staff consists of 18 highly qualified employees who provide: congregate meals, home 
delivered meals, transportation services, information and referral, education, fitness, and 
recreation at the centers as well as to homebound seniors. This program is supported by federal 
and state funds via the Older Americans Act, Title III programs, which are administered by the 
Texas Department of Aging and Disability Services (DADS) and passed-through the Houston-
Galveston Area Council (HGAC). Since 2008, the program has also been supported by the 
Texans Feeding Texans Program through the Texas Department of Agriculture as well as local 
and participant donations. 

Galveston County Senior Centers directly affected by this application are located at the following 
locations: 

• Wayne Johnson Community Center in La Marque 
• Bacliff Community Center 
• Dickinson Community Center 
• City of Friendswood — Friendswood Senior Center 
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• City of League City — Hometown Heroes Park — Senior Program 
• City of Texas City — Nessler Center Seniors Program 

NOTE: The County also supports the congregate meal program at the Santa Fe Senior Center 
and the Bay Area Meals on Wheels home-delivered meal program. 

SUMMARY 

On April 26, 2016, Commissioners Court approved the submission of the FY 2017 Texas 
Department of Aging and Disability Services (DADS) Budget Proposal to HGAC. We have now 
received our official allocation and the attached documents reflect the proposed budget for the 
next fiscal year as well as the required documents for signature. Program Activities for FY 2017 
include: (1) congregate meals, (2) home-delivered meals and (3) transportation services for 
seniors. 

HGAC is requesting some additional forms be signed to complete the application and 
returned immediately. Those forms are attached. The forms do not change the 
grant in any way, they are only forms formalize items in the grant applications (i.e., 
Confirmation of a $0.00 In-Kind Match). 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Staff asks the Court to review and approve the County Judge's signature on additional 
application documents. 

ATTACHEMENTS 

❑ Home Delivered Meals — In-Kind Match Certification 
❑ Congregate Meals — In-Kind Match Certification 
❑ Transportation — In-Kind Match Certification 
❑ HGAC-AAA Direct Purchase of Service FY17 Contractor App.-Transportation 
❑ HGAC-AAA Direct Purchase of Service FY17 Contractor App.—Home-Delivered Meals 
❑ HGAC-AAA Direct Purchase of Service FY17 Contractor App.—Congregate Meals 
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AGENDA ITEM #3.
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AGENDA ITEM #6.c.



Galveston County 
Tax Levy for the Year 2016 

 
Be it Ordered by the Commissioners' Court 

of Galveston County, Texas as Follows: 
 

Section I 
Annual Occupation Tax 

 
 That There Be and is Hereby levied on and ordered collected from every person, firm, company, 

corporation or association of persons pursuing, within the limits of the County of Galveston, Texas, the 

occupation named in the following subdivisions of this Section, an Annual Occupation Tax on every 

such occupation or separate establishment as follows: 

 Every owner save an owner holding an import license and holding coin-operated machines solely 

for resale, who exhibits, displays, or who permits to be exhibited or displayed in the State of Texas, 

County of Galveston, any coin operated machine, shall pay and there is hereby levied as provided in 

V.T.C.A., Occupations Code Chapter 2153 on each coin operated machine as defined therein, except as 

are exempt herein, an Annual State Occupation Tax of Sixty and No/100 Dollars ($60.00). 

 Gas meters, pay telephones, pay toilets, food vending machines, confection vending machines, 

beverage vending machines, merchandise vending machines, and cigarette vending machines, which are 

now subject to an Occupation or Gross Receipts Tax, stamp vending machines and "service coin operated 

machines" as the term is defined V.T.C.A., Occupations Code §2153.002 are, as pursuant to Article 

§2153.004, expressly exempt from the tax levied above. 

 Pursuant to V.T.C.A., Occupations Code Chapter 2153, Subchapter J, from every person, firm, 

company, corporation or association of persons, pursuing any occupation upon which an occupation Tax 

is levied by the State of Texas, and upon which a levy of a County Occupation Tax is authorized by law, 

there is levied on every such occupation or separate establishment, an Annual Tax equal in the amount to 

one-fourth (1/4) of the Occupation Tax on coin operated machines levied by the State of Texas 

thereon. 
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Section II 
Alcoholic Beverage Tax 

 
 A)  Pursuant to §61.36 of the Alcoholic Beverage Code there is hereby levied upon, assessed 

against, and ordered collected from, each licensee a fee equal to one-half of the State fee for each license, 

except a temporary or agent's beer license, issued for premises located within Galveston County, Texas. 

 B)  Pursuant to §11.38 of the Alcoholic Beverage Code there is hereby levied upon, assessed 

against, and ordered collected from each permittee, with the exception of those who are exempt as 

specified therein, a fee equal to one-half of the State fee for each permit issued for premises located 

within the County. 

Section III 
 
 That There Be and Are Hereby levied and ordered, assessed and collected for the year 2016, on 

all real and personal property situated, and on all property owned in Galveston County, Texas, on the first 

day of January, 2016 (except so much thereof as may be exempted by the Constitution and Laws of the 

State of Texas, and the County, or the United States) the following Ad Valorem Taxes: 

(A.)   Constitutional Levy - .80 Limit, Article VIII, Section 9 Texas Constitution: 
 
 General Operating Funds – (on the one hundred dollars of valuation)    0.4602086 
 
 Debt Service Funds - (on the one hundred dollars of valuation)      0.0579626  
     
    Total Constitutional Levy   0.5181712 
 
(B.)    Special Road Levy – Unlimited, Article III, Section 52, Texas Constitution: 
 
 Debt Service Funds - (on the one hundred dollars of valuation)       0.0240758 
 
(C.) Farm to Market Lateral Road/Flood Control - .30 Limit, Article VIII, Section 1-A, Texas 

Constitution 
 
 General Operating Funds – (on the one hundred dollars of valuation)   0.0057530 
 
(D.  Mosquito Control District – .05 Limit Texas Health and Safety Code,  
 Section 344.003       0.0040000 
    Total Levy         0.5520000 
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Section IV 
Road District No. 1 

 
 All Outstanding Bonded Indebtedness for prior years has been paid on Galveston County Road 

District No. 1.  It is therefore unnecessary to Levy a Road District Tax on property located within this 

District for 2016. 

Section V 
Residential Homestead Exemptions 

 
 The various residential homestead exemptions have been adopted by Order of this Court dated 

June 7, 2016 under Item Number 24C. 

Section VI 
Split Pay Option 

 
 A Split –Payment option of 2016 Ad-Valorem Taxes authorized by V.T.C.A., Tax Code §31.03 

was adopted by Order of this Court dated June 7, 2016 under Item Number 24D. 

Section VII 
Tax Freeze 

 The tax freeze on the residence homestead of a disabled individual or an individual 65 years of 

age or older that is authorized pursuant to the authority given it by Article VIII Section 1-b(h) of the Texas 

Constitution and Tax Code §11.261 was adopted by Order of this Court dated June 20, 2005.  This Order 

may be found in 300-41-2433 of the Commissioners’ Court minutes.  

Section VIII 
Section 26.05 Tax Code Statements 

 
 THIS TAX RATE WILL RAISE MORE TAXES FOR MAINTENANCE 

AND OPERATIONS THAN LAST YEAR’S TAX RATE.   

 THE TAX RATE WILL EFFECTIVELY BE RAISED BY n/a% AND WILL 

RAISE TAXES FOR MAINTENANCE AND OPERATIONS ON A $100,000 

HOME BY APPROXIMATELY $n/a (The adopted tax rate will not exceed the effective tax 
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rate this year so this paragraph is not applicable.)  

 Upon Motion Duly Made and Seconded, the above foregoing Tax Levy and Orders are hereby 

passed by Commissioners' Court meeting on this the 6th day of September, 2016 with _____ votes cast in 

favor thereof and _____ votes cast against. 

    County of Galveston 
 
 
   BY: _____________________________________ 
            Mark A. Henry, County Judge 
 
Attest: 
 
 
______________________________                                                              
Dwight D. Sullivan 
County Clerk 
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